
I
Ian Allan
Number: 91007
Location: Leeds City station
Named by: Ian Allan, Chief Executive of Ian Allan Ltd
Date applied: 21/10/92	 Date removed: 11/96
Style: Standard, C/O/A above
Meaning: To mark 50 years of transport publishing and 
publication of Ian Allan’s autobiography
Notes: 

Illustrious
Number: 50037
Location: Laira depot
Named by: No ceremony
Date applied: 08/06/78	 Date removed: W09/91
Style: Standard, C/O/A applied in twinning ceremony at 
Newcastle 27/05/82 by Captain Slater of HMS Illustrious
Meaning: Named after 1939-launched aircraft carrier
Notes: 

Immingham
Number: 47380
Location: Immingham Docks
Named by: Cllr John Tasker, Chairman of Immingham 
Town Council
Date applied: 25/09/87	 Date removed: W07/92
Style: Standard
Meaning: To mark the close relationship between the 
railways and the town of Immingham
Notes: 

Imperial
Number: 37322 / 37049 /  37343
Location: Motherwell depot
Named by: No ceremony
Date applied: 24/07/86	 Date removed: 06/96
Style: Standard
Meaning: One of a series of steel associated names 
applied to Motherwell dedicated Class 37/3s - Named 
after British Steel Imperial Works
Notes:

Implacable
Number: 50039
Location: Laira depot
Named by: No ceremony
Date applied: 20/06/78	 Date removed: W06/89
Style: Standard
Meaning: Named after 1942-launched aircraft carrier
Notes: 

IBIS
Pullman car - Kitchen, built 1925 - loco hauled

IDA
Pullman car - Kitchen, built 1932 - Southern EMU

NR NR

NR

SN

SN

Encyclopaedia of Modern Traction Names  133 



Indomitable
Number: 50026
Location: Laira depot
Named by: No ceremony
Date applied: 29/03/78	 Date removed: W12/90
Style: Standard
Meaning: Named after 1940-built aircraft carrier
Notes: 

INGLEBOROUGH
Number: D7 / 44007
Location: Derby Works
Named by: Applied when built
Date applied: 17/09/59	 Date removed: W C1979
Style: Class design
Meaning: Mountain in Pennine Range, in North Yorkshire 
near Ingleton. 2373ft high 
Notes: Name reused on Class 60 No. 60022

Ingleborough
Number: 60022
Location: Brush, Loughborough
Named by: Applied when built

Industry Year 1986
Number: 47639
Location: Euston station
Named by: Paul Channon MP, Secretary of State for 
Trade & Industry
Date applied: 09/06/86	 Date removed: 07/88
Style: Standard
Meaning: Reflecting BR’s support for the 1986 Industry 
Year
Notes: Originally due to be unveiled on 14/04/86 but put 
back due to industrial dispute 

NR

NR

SN

Institution of 
Mechanical Engineers
150th Anniversary 1847-1997
Number: 43092
Location: National Railway Museum, York
Named by: David Astill, Production Director,Virgin Trains
Date applied: 25/04/97
Style: Virgin Trains
Meaning: Unveiled to mark the 150th anniversary of the 
Institution
Notes: Previously named ‘Highland Chieftan’. Class 47 
No. 47844 also named after Institution

NR*

D

Date applied: 04/90	 Date removed: 03/96
Style: Standard
Meaning: See above
Notes: Name previously used on No. 44007

INTERCITY
Number: 43154
Location: Paddington station
Named by: C W Green, J Prideaux,  C Bleasdale, Present 
and former Directors of InterCity
Date applied: 26/03/94
Style: Special italic letters incorporating IC Swallow logo
Meaning: To mark the end of InterCity as a train operating 
business, which ceased to exist from 23.59 on 31 March 94
Notes: Plate authorised for removal in 07/97, vehicle 
repainted in Virgin Trains livery, but plate left applied in 
error

NR
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Intercontainer
Number: 86605
Location: Harwich Parkeston Quay station
Named by: Monsieur Claude Durand, Managing Director 
of Intercontainer
Date applied: 04/06/91	 Date removed: 11/96
Style: Standard
Meaning: To cement the strong links between BR and 
Intercontainer which had existed for more than 20 years
Notes: Reapplied to 90131

Number: 90131
Location: Crewe International Electric depot
Named by: No ceremony
Date applied: 02/97
Style: Standard
Meaning: See above, this loco no special meaning
Notes: Name previously carried by 86605

International Youth Year 
1985
Number: 37191
Location: Glasgow Queen Street station
Named by: Fiona Cameron, Chairman of International 
Youth Year Scottish Committee
Date applied: 21/01/85	 Date removed: 15/11/85
Style: Standard, C/O/A above
Meaning: To mark BR’s support of the International 
Youth Year
Notes: 

INTREPID
Number: D825
Location: Swindon Works
Named by: Applied when built
Date applied: 08/60	 Date removed: W08/72
Style: 1950s WR
Meaning: Named after Royal Navy ship of same name
Notes: 

NR

International Spring Fair
Number: Mk3 DVT No. 82148
Location: Birmingham International station
Named by: David Metcalfe, Managing Director of Trade 
Promotion Services, sponsors of the Spring Fair
Date applied: 05/02/96
Style: Standard
Meaning: To mark the 20th anniversary of the 
International Spring Fair held at the NEC, Birmingham
Notes: 

NR

NR

SN

Inverness TMD 
Number: 37025
Location: Inverness TMD
Named by: Tom Hemsley Engineering Assistant at 
Inverness and Willie Gault, Depot Engineer, Inverness
Date applied: 18/03/94
Style: Standard, separate plate ‘Quality Assured’ 
subsequently added 
Meaning: To mark recognition of the work carried out on 
the loco fleet in Northern Scotland by Inverness depot
Notes: 

NR

The Director of InterCity West Coast, Ivor Warburton 
shakes hands with  David Metcalfe, Managing Director of 
Trade Promotion Services after the naming of DVT 82148
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Invincible

Iris

Number: 50025
Location: Laira depot
Named by: No ceremony
Date applied: 06/06/78	 Date withdrawn: W08/89
Style: Standard. Twinning plate above unveiled Plymouth 
06/05/81
Meaning: Named after 1907-built battle cruiser
Notes:

IONA
Number: 20905
Location: Hunslet-Barclay, Kilmarnock
Named by: No ceremony
Date applied: 09/89 
Style: Class design
Meaning: Fleet naming after female staff of Hunslet-
Barclay - Iona Kewney, daughter of Managing Director
Notes: 

Ipswich WRD
Quality Approved
Number: 37379
Location: Ipswich Wagon Repair depot
Named by: Ian Brown, Managing Director of RfD
Date applied: 08/02/94
Style: Standard, cast depot logo above

Ironbridge Power Station
Number: 58042
Location: Ironbridge Power Station
Named by: H L Mathews, Executive Director of 
CEGB
Date applied: 27/09/86	 Date removed: 01/96
Style: Standard, CEGB ‘e’ logo cast in plate
Meaning: To cement relationship between CEGB and 
Railfreight

Number: 58005
Location: Toton depot
Named by: No ceremony
Date applied: 04/96
Style: Standard, see note below
Meaning: See above
Notes: Previously carried by 58042. When plate applied 
to this loco, the 
cast ‘e’ was 
ground off

IONE
Pullman car - Kitchen, built 1928 - loco hauled

IRENE
Pullman car - brake, built 1923 - loco hauled. Rebuilt in 
1960

RDB975010 BR Research train control group radio test 
vehicle. Lab 19, introduced 1967, rebuilt from M79900

Iris II
RDB977693/694 BR Research train/track development 
group test vehicle, introduced 1992. Ex 53222 & 53338

NR

NR

SN

HB

IRIS
Pullman car - Kitchen, built 1932 - Southern EMU

Meaning: To mark BS5750 award to depot 
Notes: 
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Irresistible

Ironmaster

Number: 47606 / 47778
Location: Crewe Diesel depot
Named by: No ceremony
Date applied: 07/93
Style: Standard Res
Meaning: Continuation of the ‘Res’ theme names
Notes: Previously named ‘Odin’ as 47606

ISAMBARD KINGDOM 
BRUNEL
Number: D1662 / 47484
Location: Bristol Temple Meads station
Named by: Cllr K Dalby, Lord Mayor of Bristol
Date applied: 20/03/65
Style: 1950s WR until 16/5/85 then replated in brass for 
GW150 events. C/O/A below from 1985
Meaning: Named after one of the greatest engineers, 
Isambard Kingdom Brunel (1806-1859) Engineer of the 
GWR between 1837 and 1859
Notes: After 1965 naming worked special from Bristol to 
Paddington

Isle of Grain
Number: 33050
Location: Isle of Grain TML Terminal
Named by: Sir Nicholas Hunt, Deputy Managing Director 
of Eurotunnel
Date applied: 16/05/88	 Date removed: 05/93
Style: Standard, TML logo above
Meaning: Twinning of one of a pair of locos with the 
construction of the Channel Tunnel. Unveiled at TML/
Railfreight contract signing ceremony
Notes: Joint naming with ‘Shakespeare Cliff’. Blue 
background. Transferred to No. 56051

Number: 56051
Location: Stewarts Lane depot
Named by: No ceremony
Date applied: 06/93
Style: Standard
Meaning: See above - On this loco no special significance
Notes: Transferred from 33050

Iron Duke
Number: 87017
Location: Willesden depot
Named by: No ceremony
Date applied: 30/05/78
Style: Standard
Meaning: Nickname of the first Duke of Wellington 
famous for his defeat of Napoleon in 1815 
Notes: 

Cast by NR for Railfreight Distribution for 
application to Cardiff loco involved in steel traffic in 
late 1980s - Not fitted

NR

NR

NR

SN

SN SN

Isle of Iona
Number: 47781
Location: Edinburgh Waverley station
Named by: George McGuire, a Postman at Edinburgh 
Waverley since 1968

NR
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Number: 37424
Location: Eastfield depot
Named by: No ceremony
Date applied: 03/90	 Date removed: 10/94
Style: Standard
Meaning: On this loco no special meaning, see above
Notes: Name previously carried by No. 37403, Previously 
named ‘Glendarroch’

Number: 37403
Location: Oban station
Named by: Mrs Frances Shand-Kidd
Date applied: 03/01/86	 Date removed: 11/88
Style: Standard
Meaning: Named to mark the re-opening of the £230,000 
refurbished Oban station
Notes: Joint naming with ‘Ben Cruachan’. Later reapplied 
to No. 37424. This loco renamed ‘Glendarroch’ and later 
‘Ben Cruachan’

Isle of Mull

IVERNIA
Number: D221 / 40021
Location: Derby Works
Named by: Applied without ceremony
Date applied: 03/61	 Date removed: C1971
Style: Special design for class incorporating central C/O/A 
Meaning: Twinned with Cunard liner of same name 
Notes: 

IVOR
Number: 97800
Location: Slade Green depot
Named by: No ceremony
Date applied: 01/79	 Date removed: 12/87
Style: Painted
Meaning: Local name for Slade Green workshop pilot, 
derived from TV show ‘Ivor the Engine’
Notes: Removed when returned to No. 08600

ISLE OF THANET
Pullman car - brake, built 1928 - loco hauled, rebuilt 1950

NR

C

Ixion
Number: 97403 / D172
Location : Toton depot
Named by: No ceremony
Date applied: 05/85
Style: Standard
Meaning: A greek mythological figure who was 
condemned to be fastened to an ever turning wheel 
- selected for this loco as it had a set of wheels which 
could be rotated by equipment in a test car, for adhesion 
research
Notes: Loco now preserved as D172 (46035) and 
authorised for main line running - name still applied

NR

Date applied: 24/08/95
Style: Standard Res, Celtic cross above
Meaning:  Theme naming of Res locos - Named after 
island off Isle of Mull
Notes:  Previously named ‘Samson’ as 47808/47653
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